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Sunjud, Persia, Tuesday, Oct,27th., 1896 
Dearest Mother and Father;- 
It won?t do any good to take out an atlas 
and look up this place, for it is only a little red-mud villege of 
about ahandred families, on the road from Tabriz to Hamadan. 0,how 
T have wished- many times a day- that you, Father, could see this 
countr¢,this scenery,these people,and their oriental ways,unchanged 
I fanc$¥, since the time when Abraham left Jur of the Chaldees.$-ton*t- 
think that Mother woulé-enjoy it.much, the stoping places at night do 
not afford good amex enough beds, and the whole method of travelAns 
is too rough. For instance, tonight we are all four of us -Mr.Coam 
from Oroomph, who is taking us to Hamadan. Mpéf Lincoln also from 
OroomMiah, ‘who is taking the advantage of our going to go, to Hamadan 


and Rob ané myself inone room, and here we spend the night. 0, if you 


“Ay 


isd ae ita) the floor is roughest mud, with a few dirty pieces of 
felt laid over it, The walls are of red mud, with a few little shallow 
holes dug in it for closets, The door is of frame work of branches, 
with twigs woven through them and mud plastered on the inside, The 
roof is something of the same sort, with a few holes in it for windows 
the bitte 
and chimney, and seme furnature,is a few rough i ents for cooking 
and some hug# clay recepticles for flour and wheat, In the midéle of 
the floor is the bake-oven "or tandour", as they call it. A yawning 
hole into which we are in great danger of faliing. When we came here 
this afternoon, the woman of the house was baking bread in a similar 
tandour, outside the door, and the process was very interesting. 
The Tandour is sbout four feet deep, with an egg shapehole, with a 
sort of chimney leading from the bottom of it, and coming up in anot- 
her place to make a draught. 
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rt“ ctay, baked very hard, so that it will stan@ a very hot fire, and 
When they want to bake, é process an ordinary family only indulges in 
once in six weeks,) a fire is built in the tandour ( of the native 
animal fuel of course) and the clay walls ma are heated red hot. 

When the smoke has gone off the baking hae pegun, The dough has been 


prepared from the whole wheat flour, ground by roughest common mith 


stones Often by a hand mill stone turned by the women themselves -and 
water, It is first mixed in a gk big wooden trough, then made into 
little round balls, each one of which is worked out flat by hand, on 

& wooden bread board, Then with great dexterity this sheat of dough 

is pulled out to the right size, and spread over a soft pad, with a 
handle on the back of it, Quick as a flash this pad with the dough on 
it, is slapped against the hot wall of the tandour, the dough sticks, 
and in a very few minutes is baked. You can see that it wiuld be hot, 
hard work for the baker, and I suppose that is the reason why they do 
not do it often, The cost of the fuel is another consideration, too, 
for these Persian peasahts are most economical people imaginable, Théy 
dos?nt sound very Re ieee put really the bread is delicious when it 
is well made. Of course there are great differences in the quality of 
it as in American breada, The quality too, of the flour makes a sreat 
difference, for if the mill stone is poor, the flour will be full of 
sand, The good bread is as thin as paper, very crisp and very sweet, 
because, the good part of the wheat, is nottaken out to whiten 2 ES ae 
a large family a supply for six weeks must be very large, for it is 
the chief article of diet, and is used for plates, table-cloth and 
knife and fork, so they make a hundred or more sheets at a time, put it 
on a sort of wooden table where cats and dogs cannot reach it and Cov 


er it over to use it,as they need it, The people kike it sprinkeled 
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with water before they eat it, and to my mind, this spoils it utterly, 
making it like very tough leather, ut I don’t want to writeememmecA av 
encyclopedia article on their bread- ough I have almost done it- 


fs 


what I want to tell you is of our own doings since we came into Persia, 


y Hamadan, Persia, Nov., 5th., 1896, ; 
‘s ' We have accomplished the long horse-back journey from Tapriz to 
Hamadan, and are now enjoying the delights of civilization for a 
while, Rob has started for Teheran and I am here aione for ten days, 
staying with delightful people, Mr. and Mrs, Hawkes, who almost make 
me forget, at times, that I am away from home.// Mrs, Hawkas and I have 
@ great deal in common,and know some of the same people at home, Her 
sister Miss, Margaret Sherwood, is a member of the Wellsley Faculty 
and has lately wriften a delightfully little book. ‘Tell Fay~she-must ve 
sure to read it, if she has not read it already, it is" An experiment 
in Altruism" writen under the name of Elizabeth Hastings, and published 
by McMillen, ‘ iv : 

- The news reached here yesterday( Thursday Nov.5th.,) by telegram 
from Teheran of McKinley’s election, and of course there has been great 
rejoicing. I can imagine the relief every one must feel at home, 
The missionaries were expecially interested for Free Silver would have 
meant cutting off about half of their work, 

(f Every one was amazed at the quick time, in thich we made the 
journey from Tabriz to this place. Most caravans take seventeen 
days to it, but we di d it in eleven and a half, doubling every stage 
but one, and riding one day for eleven hours , another for ten, and al 
most for every other day, for seven or eight. “it was over the mount- 
ains most of the way, but the road was pretty good-for Persia, be it 
understood; so we coulf go fast. We would get up at three or four,and 
start out in the moon-light about five, anda€heef‘ut it was cold up 
in the mountains at that hour in the morning. it is a great mistake 
to think that Persia is a warm country. The climate is just about like 
ours, and you know what it is like at five o’ clock on a November morng- 
ing at home, Fortunately we have plenty of warm clothing and have not 
caught bad mmmdicolds , but it is especially difficult to keep warm at 
nights, the(wreéhed little mud rooms we sleep in, are so cold and damp, 
Rob has a slight cold but I have been perfectly well and have amazed 
the people here by coming off of the logg journey as fresh, as when I 
started, Of course one is tired ‘at the end of a long day’s wkikge 
riding, but a night’s sleep makes me over. My horse is a jewel. That 
has a great deal to do With it tm of course, He is a light gmay,strong 
and well.formed, and has absolutel perfect gaits, a fast walk, abemecdy- 
tez¥ smath pace and the easiest ter.”WWecall him the country gen- 
tleman, because that so exactly expresses his character, Rob’s horse, 
a darker gray and not so pretty nor so easy, is the" Plodding Farmer", 
there are a thousand and one things I want to tell you, but there is 
not time,// It is lunchéen time now and the mail goes out immediately 
afterwards. I wish I had even half a hope, that you were getting our 
letters, Persian post-offices and telegrams are the most unreliable 
thimgs in the world, I can’t think on any similat that.would-half 
express their..doubtful character, It is an actual fact that when they 
want a message to go quickly and surely from Tabriz to Oroomiah they 
wena a man across the country, five day’s walk,with it, instead of 
telegraphing it, and In Turkey there is a law that if it takes a 
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#4, 
telesram longer ,to reach its destination than the time a man could have 
walked the distance im the money is to be refunded, Then the liberties 
they take with telegrams: One entire sentence was left out of one, we 
sent,and the telegram sent from Tabriz to this place to anounce the 
time. of our arrival took ten days in coming, and then instead of read- 
ing "Mr, and Mrs, Speve and Mr, Coam will reach Tuesday" was changed 
to Cazveen for Hamadan, and of course was utterly uninteligable to the 
people here, The stories one hears about the post-office are even 
worse, It is the practice of the post-masters never to sell a stamp 
to any poor peer person,nor to any one, who had not sufficient 
authority to demand, and get them. They make people give them the mon- 
ey, and prothise to put the stamps on in the office, but they pocket the 
money theméelves, and imax tare up the letters, Consequently the Per- 
sians are alweys. bringing their letters to the missionaries, who can 
get stamps,to have them mailed,but, that does not secure them, for the 
postal clerk is just as likely to tare off the stamps and sell them 
over again. Last month over twenty letters were lost or stolen between 
here and Teheran, and the month before,robbers walked off with the en- 
tire Teheran mail just outside the city, When mail only comes once a 
week imagine the misery of having the whole thing stolen. 

Dr. Shedd, in Oroomiah wnce sent some letters to the mail, and 
at the sane time sent some money for the stamps, the stamps came back 
wrapped in s piece of one of the letters he had just writen,!G 

We got letters in Tabriz , and feasted on them for many days, now 
we cannot get any until we reach Busra but I must stop writing. 
Good bye -with endless love, 


Yours ,Enma, 
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y, 
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Hamadan, Persia, January 21st, 1697. 


Dearest Mother,- 


verde, 

Your three letters with the little vertebook and your 
photograph came yeaterday, just in time to reach us before we start for 
Bagdad. It was so good to get them. IT can start on this journey with a 

wuch lighter mind, having gotten these letters. The picture is very good, 
I think, but not as good as I should like ~ it Remk does not do you juste 
ice « but nothing could really do that. . 

“ We etart on the road for Bagdad in an hour, a three weeks winter 
journey, but summer is waiting at the end of it, and for the winter part 
we have bedding and blankets enough to supply six people, and eLothi.ng 
and warm wraps enough for a dozen. Every one here has contributed some- 

thing. Dr. and Mrs, Holmes a fur lined coat, warm Russian hoods and 
heavy felt boots and others heve sent us extra flannel underwear, thick 
gloves and stockings, and lots of blankets. They have stocked our ga dey 
too with all manner of cood things and in fact have done every kind and 
thoughtful thing any one could think of, so we will make the journey as 
comfortable as it is possible to do. Of course it won't be any fun, this 
winter travelling (see Mra. Bishops account of her journey from Bagdad to 
Kerman-Shah, and from Kerman-Shah to Kangawar) We reach Kangawar Monday 
and after that our road is the same that she took, but it is the right 
thing for us to do and ae it will be all right. 4 

Rob is perfectly well and strong again and Has regained almost all 
the flesh he had lost. His cheeks are actually fat, for his appetite is 
tremendous, and he is eating all the time. 

Mother dear ~ WL1l you do a little business for me? I want very 
much to send Mrs. Kawkas one of my photographs, and if it is sent through 
the mail it will probably be lost, so will you please sand the enclosed 
order to Philips, with numbor of my negative, which you will find on the 
back of any one of my pictures and then send the photograph with a note 
explaining that it 4a to be sent in the box to Mra. Hawkes ( they are go- 
ing to send her a box in May ) to her sister in Baltimore, Dr, Mary Sher. 
wood «= The Arundel, 1320 N, Charles St. Baltimore, Maryland. If you do 
this, please, Mother dear, I should be very much obliged, 

And now goodbye - I will write on the road and mail the letters at 
Bagdad. 

With mich love to all, 

Your very affectionate, 
Erma. 


( Keep the rest of the photographs please.) 
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Hamadan, Persia, January 8th, 1897, 7 
My dear Father, 


t/ Just after I ha@ sealed my letter to mother, Mrs. Hawkes 
came in with two fat packages for us, the long expected Busrah mail. You 
can scarcely imagine how delighted we were to get it. We could searcely 
stop for dinner, and have had a vegular jubilee over the letters.//I had 
yourd, two from Mother, one from Fay, one from Bep, one from Margaret 
Shearman, one from Abby Brayton, one from Louise Mellor, Eleanor Steward- 
son and three or four others. Rob had one from Mother too. Since we 
left home I have written to you and Mother ( joint letters) eleven times; 
by the pilot, from Queenstown, Berlin, the Black Sea, Broomiah and Myan- 
duah, and five times since we have been in Hamadan. By this mail I have 
written to Ed, and I wrote to Bep from Akstafa, and to Fay from the Black 
Sea. Now that I have gotten all these good home letters, I feel reproach 
ed that I have not written oftener, tho' £ do really think I have done 
the best I could. I only hope my letters have reached their destinations; 
this Persian postal system is so treacherous. What would I not give to 
be able to talk to you new} There are so many things to write about that 
it seems hopeless to say even the half of them. I should like to write 
about the Armenians, and the persecution of the Mountain Ne$torians, ten 
thousand of whom have left Turkey and taken refuge in the \Aroomiah plain, 
absolutely penniless, and asking help from our missionaries; and then 
thera are endless things I know you would be interested in about this 
country, the government, the people, the scenery, etc. etc. But most of 
them must wait until we come home, when I will take my diary, which I 
have tried to keep carefully, and go over it, and tell you all the things 
it suggests to me. 

I am so sorry to hear that dear Aunt Sallie is not well. I am very 
very fond of her, and I shall certainly write to her as you suggest. I 
had already made a note to do it before your letter came, but it is hard 
to find time for all the writing I would like to do. This week I have 
Managed to write nine or ten letters, but I had to do it after ten o'clock 
in the evening. 

Won't you give my love specially to Aunt Sade and Uncle Mac, and if 
you see Miss Lizzie Edge at Ingleside any time, give her a special mes- 
sage. I want to write to her again some time, I have written once. 

Rob, before his illness,began, had written articles for the Church 
at Home and Abroad (three), three for the Assembly Herald and two for the 
Evangelist. If you see those, they will tell you a great deal of what we 
have seen and done. I would not let Rob mention me in any of them, so if 
you do not see my name in the enumeration of the members of the party, you 
may know that it was because I was perverse, not because I was not there, 
or Rob forgetful of me. 

Please tell Fay I enjoyed her letter and the enclosure very much and 
will write to her soon. 

Where we will next get letters I do not know. When I sent my first 
long cablegram from here, I had no idea how long we would have to stay 
here, or I should have told you to write to us here, and there would have 
been time enough for us to get them. I suppose we will not get any more 
until we reach Calcutta, where letters mailed Before November fifteenth 
were to be sent.//This long delay here mixes up our mail as well as our 
plans, but there have been so many compensations, the chance to read and 
study about Persia, the chance to have Rob all to myself and read and 
talk with him, and above all the unselfish and exquisite kindness every- 
one has shown us, make me feel that there is nothing to regret about it. 
Whether I could have felt so if Rob had been more alarmingly ia, I do 
not know. TI have kept all the letters the missionaries hare have written 
to me about Rob, and sometime I will show them to you and mother. 

But it is time now for the letters to go, so this ons must be closed. 


Your very+ very loving, 


Emma. 
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A Confession— 
(Apropos of Morning Coffee) 


It takes a little food 
To put me in te mood 
Of decency and Christian meditation. 
But I'd dearly like to know 
Just why this should be so, 
Why I live on levels so low 
Of mystic thinking. 
Should the habit thus of drinking 
Be set aside for Lent? 
Or shohld my whole intent 
Take a sharp and sudden bent 
Towards disciplines well meant 
To help us climb theheights 
Of better livihg? 
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My Angel, 


A telegram came last evening from Jim 
saying that Monday or Tuesday of next week would 
be a good time for him, so I do not have to go this 
week, and any thoupyt of King Henry and his armies 
can just wait. 1 wish Martha Finley were within 
reach, she knows more of the World&s Y.W. people than 
I do. But it would seem to me that Vera's lovely 
clothes- which Yim ought not to see on anyone here, 
everm might best be sent to the Pritish women whom 
Vera knew so well. And her jewelry, some of it very 
valuable— might be sold forrthe fund in memory of 
Vera that you sent the fifty dobler check to. But it 
will get clearer when I see Jim. 

Agnes Gould is here, and since I do not have 
to go to New York today, she will stay another night, 
and Daisy will get here tomorrow afternoon. 

Marnie telephoned last evening and is well, 
hopes for the good housekeeper, and says Betty and 
Billy are goigg ahead with moving plans, tho' the 
people in the house show no signs of moving out. 

The “esters are moving soon, too, so bat com- 
plicates things. Put ee come from Baltimore, 
stop at Bryn Mawr, go to Doylestown, and pick up more, 
and then a zood many things will have to be storedin 
Loylestown until Betty gets back from Maine. No clear 
word yet about bBilly's vacation . But they will come 
here- all- for a few dagy on their way to Boston and 
to Greenings. ive will be a close fit, butAlice and 1 
have everything planned. Mrs Brown will come and help 
when we need her. It will be wonderful to have the 
babies here. The Buffday was a great success” 


You ill be more than hot in Chambersburgh, ber tale 
is almost ninety there today— but blissfully beauti- 
ful too. 

Lots of small chores are getting done, and Agnes and 
I are having a good time together— getting a number of 
things straightened out that have been "concerning", 

So you will not have to stop over in New York, but 
will get here on Friday evening, welcome as the Angel 
you are. 

Posty is bo come to the door this morningm with a lot 
of stamps I gave him money for yesterday. All the big 
packeges will be then be gone. 


fou are the dearest, the nicest ,the handsomest, the 
kindest, the very best husband that any women ever had. 


And I am 


tour truly grateful 


June 25th. 
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Dearest and Best, 

it is the most perfect of July 
mornings, with a glint and gleam in the air that can 
only be likened to the -light in heaven. Only there 
we will have better eyés to see it with, better 
hearts to understandit with. You already have the 
eyes andthe heart and the mind to see these heavenly 
things. 

Early this morning I reedk II Timothy 
through, to be near you in your lecture at ceight, 
and I know the Angels wére hepling you to give the 
light of the knowledge of the Glory, in all that you 
say. May each one of your hearers hsve their minds 
and hearts wide open. 
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Ove. 

Daisy is staying on, and we have having a good time 
togogther, and went last evening to see Anna and the 
King. It is well done, and we enjoyed it greatly, the 
place packed. A good many liberties have been taken 
with the story, and perhaps some with history, but it 
is all interesting and delightful, and often very fun- 
ny. 

No one has come yet to repair the hydrant, but they 
assure me "they will take care of it", so I wait in hope. 

Qhis morning Daisy, Alice and I will take some lunch, 
and go over to Rad Pond. The battery is Deisy's car is 
almost used up, but they are trying to get her a new one 
today. 

Ye stopped yesterday to see Mrs Jenks, and took her 
a bun and some flowers. She is well, but is having trou- 
ble with the oldest of the charges, Beverly, who is™ot 
ali there", and makes mischief with the little ones, do- 
ing them no good, so Mrs Jenks has told the social work- 
er to came next week and take her away. Mrs Jenks has 
done her best for her for more than two years, and feels 
that some one else must take hold. The others she has 
no difficulty with, but the amount thé state pays- Divi- 
sion of Child Yelfsre- is not enough really to feed tham 
properly— $28100 a month, and sent all of th ce weeks 2 
late, for she showed me a check, due June 20th, that she 
only received on July 13th. She wants to give each child 
plenty of milk each day- a twenty cents a gquart, and un- 
less they had their own chickens, and gerden, and the 
ork that Cubby gets for them, she would be out of pock- 
et. She is troubledabout it, for she used to be able to 
earn something, and now she can barely make ends meet, if 
the children are properly fed. She gives a good report 
of Marshall, working steadily, no smoking, gid garden. 


But I must get at the days chores, Angel, tho! I 
wish I were with you in +rinceton. I tried to plan to go 
with you, but Daisy changed her plans, coming two weeks 
later than arranged, so I am here- tut you and I are nap- 
ver apart. ib pips aed eel Vestal 9h 
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Rockledge, Ys 
Thirsday Morning, July 18th. 


Dearst and Best, 


It is a perfect July day, cool, but «till 
far too dry. I did not get off my last Princeton letter in 
time, so send it with this. And I did not get off any letter 
to Suntingdon, whére I hope you will soon be- tt is noon now, 
and we have just had a lovely call from Mrs Filde, and her 
two dear little girls, with Elsie and “eppy. They go back to 
Neq fork tomorrow, and it is a wonderful story, 4 modern miracle 
of the power of God, that one hears from Mrs Filde. 

Gere is Billy's letter, came day befoe yesterday. 
I h pe you and he could comect one evening at Princeton, for 
wirh his car it would be eass. 

We are just going now to Millerton , te send 
off Jim's big suit case, and on the gay will leave Alice to 
see her sister-in-law. Poor Henry was taken last night to the 
Medical Venter, they feared he might hot live to get there. I 
called up Ur Fish, who ;as very nice indeed, and asked him to 
look up Henry in that vast alce. The poor wife is almosy distrat- 
ed - 

Now we must be off. 


All my love is with you. No letter from 
you yesterdzy, so I will hope for one this time . 


Your devoted and adoring and lonely 


if 


Fone /6 
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Most dear and lovely One, 


It is half past four, and 
you are well on your aay to Harrisburg. The day hes 
clearedhere, and we have been a very busy household. 
Dorothy has done all the sheets— ten of them- with 

the help of "Mr Benjamin Richards", and they have dried 
in this good sun and breeze. Mrs Williams has been very 
helpful, and has had a good rest on the porch since 
luncheon. We had a lunch perty out near St Francis, 
with Sylvia and Elin, who came about eleven, and the 
nice young minister, Mir Hartman, who preached here two 
years ago. He went after luncheon, pt not until Harry 
Reed had brought the ivéés,now in théer place near the 
shrine. Sylvia is a different person from two weeks 
ago, but will still heave a long climb. The house will 
sell, soon, Mr Ferley tells them for fifteen to sevene 
teen thousand. If there is much capital gain, the tax 
will t-ke some, but Sylvia thinks she has spent that on 
it— The difficulty may be to prove that to the tax-man. 

Excellent reports about Klaus Hiemann have come, 
and I have sent them to “im, who went to the wedding on Sat 

iiss Barnes reports M.M.J, as sleeping most of tk 
time, thinks it may not be long now for her towait her 
home coming. Dr Sutton better. The parish has a chance 
to show their love for him. 

"J walk through the goodness of God as through 
bhick grass and flowers", as Robert Barbour said once. 

The shipping strike is unsettling for Holly but 
may be cleare up by Friday. Daisy coms tomorrow, but 


Louise Holmquist is not caning with her. 
Mrs Williams and Dorothy are now about to walk over 
to Mrs Yenks with her cake plate, and te see Alice. 

Sylvia bbbirthday is tomorrow an@ lin is to make 
her cake tot®eeow. They brought a lot of food, so we are 
well supbied fot two days. 

Dorothy is invited to the Sunday School picnin on 
Friday— the Darrehs will come for her. Berry's birthday 
is on Friday, too, and we have a box of fudge ready for her. 

Wheat a rag bag of a letter ! I had a nice napwhile 
Syliva rested on the back lawn. Elin in the LittleBlue 
lioomjfand Mrs Williams on the rorch. 

/tour love, our prayer, your spirit of faith and 
truth prevade the house. Beloved. It is the strenght of 
your faith, your obedience to the ways and words of God, 
thet this hose carries healing with it. 

His Spirit is with you, in 41 you do andsay, and 
I know He will give you strenght of sprit and mind and 
body in all these coming dasy and dways. 


four grateful and adoring 
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Thursday Morning, 
June 19th. 1947 


Best Beloved, 

It is as cool and as clear as a g 
good morning in September, very beautiful, but 
very chilly. Breakfast on the porch, in the str 
shine, Flin and Sylvie out picking flowers now , 
and yesterday they spent two full hours cutting 
off the dead iris. 

Poor Tony has a new distress- some 
bad boys last night pulled up a lot of potatoes, 
and threw some of his tovato and broccoli out 
of bhe hot bed- not deer !Foot prints of boys ! 

‘Baisy took us up ese Alice yester- 
day, and the place looks so nice, in perfect or- 


der, inside and out, and the new but of land will 


add greatly to their property. Alice is getting 
on well, and says she will be back on Monday. . 

Fran telephoned yesterday with good news-— 

The nice head of he Central School. where Peter 
has been going,will take him as a boarder for 
next winter, and also help him with his math, 
which is his poor subject. 

Syivia gains steadily, and Clara is to come 
for Sunday night, and will help her again to face 
financiel realities. She is not badly off at all, 
but both she and Elin ought to get to work end 
earn somthing. This afternoon we are all going 
to Gould Farm for tea, and it looks as if the 
way wouldwork out for them to spend July and Aug- 
ust there. 

I think I told you Albert had come and fixed 
the leader yesterday. He said it was not plugged, 
but had slipped. He hopes to get a civil service 
job next winter, as boiler man ect in the post- 
office. He.certainly is both efficitn and kind. 

Who do you think came to cell yesterday? Your 
friend Mrs Puchanan- "Charity"- and her very nice 
doctor son Gibson? I showed them all about, and 
enjoyed them greatly, but of course they were des-— 
perately disappointed not to see you. 

Give a world of love to Aunt Clara and Mig, 
anf tell them to come to see us this summer. 

We feel outselves floating on the waves of love 

and prayer that you keep us supported with. 


err Odes me 


Friday, June 20th. 


Most Dear Angel, 


What began to be a most beauti- 
ful day has clouded over, and looks like more 
showers. It is past eleven, Daisy is still 
asleep, Forothy has gone off with the Darrahs to 
the church picnic at Lake Buell. Sylviia running 
the sweeper, tepick up last evenings crumbs, and 
Elin is getting our picnic lunch ready in the 
kitchen. Put we are not sure of Daisy's car, and 
may have our lunch on our own estate. 

Sylvia is better each day, andwill 
come out of the clouds if the rest of us have 
enough faith and love. We have to be likfe the 
four men who carried the paralytic to the Lord. 

Daisy did not get anyone to drive 
up with her, end came round by Brooklyn- of all 
places— to see a sick friend who had not let her 
know that she had left the hospital, so the long 
hard drive was all in vain. But she met Florence 
Kirk at Mt Vernon, snd they got here about nine, 
all safe and well. But Daisy needs to rest now, 
here. 

Yesterday we all went to Gould 
Farm for tea, and had a lovely drive and a very 
nice ime. Little Miss Priscilla's garden was a 
wonder, lupines, poppies, for-get-me-nots( she 
gave us tw big bunches that sre planted in the 


wild garden) and I hope Sylvia and Elin will decbde 
to go there for July and August, getting well again, 
and then I am sure some plan will work out for them 
for the winter, doing some work together. 

There is still time to get this into the 
box, but no box can hold the love hat goes with 
it, dearest and best. 

Lots of love to Aunt Clara and “ig, and 

"my best", as the young day, to Verna. 


four 
grateful, 
devoted, 
loving, 
joyful 
Wife 
June 20th. 


Marnie called last evening, says they will 
not get here until the first or sec¢ond of July. 
Beth well and happy and very busy, wigying up 
school business, and doing necessartything for tk 
house. "It takes a heap of living to make a house 
a home", 

The expressman has just brought a small trunk 
from “arion Hyde. I had it put in he White Bard, 
on one of the red chests. 
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The Church of The Saviour 


Thirty-eighth Street between Chestnut and Market Streets 
West Philadelphia 
Rey. D. Wilmot Gateson, D.D., Rector 


PALM SUNDAY, MARcH 30TH, 1947 


ry< 


11 A. M. MORNING SERVICE 
PRELUDE, Toccata, Adagio, and Fugue in C majorwicisecsccssssscsessesessnersssesssseseeses J. S. Bach 


PROCESSIONAL, 143, All glory, laud, and honoF.........cccssssseseseeeses Melchior Teschner, 1613 
(Service between pages 3 and 20 of the Book of Common Prayer) 


(LHEPAGEMS) Cini placevofs the ny, EMite’) usscrccecssesatetere ose ereesrececnstrer eatersame cece etree: Fauré 
PsaLM 22:1-19), The Passion Psalm, describing our Lord’s suffering 
First Lesson, Zechariah 9:9-17, Zion’s King, coming in lowly majesty 
BENEDICTUs Es (p. 11), Blest, praised, exalted be God above all forever......Leo Sowerby 
SEeconp Lesson, Mark 11:1-11, The Triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem 
BENEDICcTUs (p. 14), He hath raised up a mighty salvation for US...cscccccecsscseseeeees Chant 
CREED (p. 15), COLLECT FoR THE Day (p. 134), That we should follow Christ’s example 
Hymn 145, Ride on, ride on, in majesty, in lowly pomp, to die..........c.000.. John B. Dykes 
SERMON) | Lhe sProblemisote Eivallswssccstecscisessaccctsrtesessersescsstercscertereeetsevevesnstteererererre The Rector 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM, From THE MESSIAH ...........ccccccssscsssesssescessssscerscersceess G. F. Handel 
He was despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows! He was 


wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him. 


The Palm on the Altar and distributed is given by Miss Olive C. Supplee in loving 
memory of William W. Supplee. 


Rector: The souls of the faithful, through the mercy of God, rest in peace; 
PEOPLE: Grant to them, O Lord, eternal rest, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 


RECESSIONAL, 163, The Story of the Cross (sung kneeling) ..........c.c:cssce Arthur H. Brown 
(Part IV, The Appeal, is sung from the Altar) 


ay 


FREDERICK ROYE, Organist and Choirmaster 


Volunteers are welcome in the choir. Stimulating rehearsals are held Friday evenings 
at 8 o’clock, in the Choir Room, 3723 Chestnut Street, third floor. 


THE PROBLEM OF PAIN 
(Passion Sunday) 


The Universality of Pain 


This Passion Sunday I am not going to discuss the harmony of the Collect, Epistle 
and Gospel for the day. Their subject appears to be sin and its atonement. Rather 
I am taking my subject from the name of the Sunday, and talking about suffering in this 
world, the problem of pain. If there is one question asked of the clergy more often 
than another, it is to explain why a good God allows suffering. Suffering is nearly 
universal in the whole animal kingdom, except among the lowest invertebrates. Every 
sentient creature, one that has the least brain and nervous system, feels pain; the higher 
developed the brain, as in man, the more, and more poignant, is both physical pain 
and mental anguish, “The whole creation groaneth and travailleth in pain together 
until now.” And some people suffer tortures; I have been with victims of migraine 
headache, of cruel cancer, and other torturing diseases, and it is heart-rending to 
behold them. 

Pain Among Animals 


Without being unfeeling, or a too sanguine optimist, I think I am justified in 
saying that it is possible to overestimate the quantity and intensity of suffering in 
general. The whole creation does not groan and travail in unbearable pain all the 
time. In the brute creation, we remember pictures of a fawn in the jaws of a wolf 
or a rabbit being devoured by the fangs of a serpent, but animals have not the same 
capacity of sensation that humans have. They do not suffer in anticipation and 
memory. Disease is rare among those that are not domesticated, and they die quickly 
from any cause. Nature is not red in tooth and claw most of the time. While natural 
life is not a Garden of Eden, neither is it a hell on earth. Our furry and feathered 
friends have rather a pleasant time of it; observe the squirrels and birds in your 
garden; think of the flocks of birds and swarms of fish migrating in season—they 
spend the winter in Florida and the summer in the cool north. Not bad. It is pos- 
sible to waste too much sympathy on them; their amount of pain is not great, though 
at times they suffer, more or less briefly. 


Pity May Exaggerate 


Mankind deserves far more pity than the beasts that perish, though the vast 
majority of people lead lives that are normally more pleasing than agoninzing. We 
pity the poor more than they pity themselves. We go through hospitals heavy- 
hearted, and remember the army of war casualties; most of them are brave and 
uncomplaining. The healthy-minded person, though sick in body, feels more com- 
passion for others than self-pity. Dying of tuberculosis in the South Sea Islands, 
Robert Louis Stevenson wrote: “That which we suffer ourselves has no longer the 
same air of monstrous injustice and wanton cruelty that suffering wears when we 
see it in the case of others.” Patients often tell me that they are not as bad off as others 
in the wards. The totality of the world’s suffering is terrible, but we only bear our 
own, God’s universe is still in the making, but it is not sinister; though not perfect, 
in the beginning God saw that it was good. 


Mental Suffering Is Reducible 


Much human suffering is mental, not physical, and the amount of it is pitiable, 
Anxiety and disappointment, fear and regret, humiliation and remorse, desolation 
and despair, jealousy and the pangs of despised love, desire unfulfilled and over- 
indulged, are our main burden of woe. War’s casualties may shift the proportion of 
physical pain, but. it may not; the amount of mental casualties increased shockingly 
also. We have occasional illnesses and accidents, and old age suffers infirmities; but 
the sum total of human distress is much more mental than physical, a vast amount 
of which could be avoided if we lived more nearly the life our Lord taught and 
demonstrated. We worry about money, our work, the future, security, partly out of 
cupidity and materialism. If we were more spiritually minded, put more accent on 
the state of the soul than on bank accounts, we would avoid a great burden of distress. 
We are anxious for raiment, for luxuries, for keeping up with the Joneses; we beg 
trouble. If we were content with living the simple life, and put the welfare of the 
soul above the gratification of the body, if we would strive to eliminate envy, 
covetousness, lust, gluttony, and other deadly sins, we would eliminate much mental 
illness, which, by the way, is reflected in the body. Life, as we live it, is more of a 


game than a tragedy. Man is adventurous; he seeks fame and fortune; he takes 
chances; he is ready to bear the heat and burden of the day for the reward he seeks. 
This, too, exacts its toll on himself and those who love him. He sins, and pays 
the penalty. I am not ready to agree with a scholar whom I respect, who wrote: 
“If sin were to cease today, suffering would cease also.” But the bulk of it would 
cease. Men have brought most of the pain on themselves and others by ignorance, 
carelessness, folly, passion, cupidity, even malevolence. The basis of most suffering 
is mental; it is our own fault. 


God’s Share of the Responsibility 


What I have been trying to show is that the totality of misery is not God’s doing. 
The great problem is the suffering of the innocent and its inequality. The reign 
of natural law, in which effects follow causes, is essential to an orderly world; a world 
with no challenge and its consequences would be a world without valour; a world 
without suffering would be a world without compassion and opportunities to be 
helpful; a world in which it made no difference to anyone what anyone else did 
would be a world in which there was no human solidarity, no responsibility, no 
caring, no family devotion of a high order, no brotherhood of man. God made us 
not only of one blood but also of one heart, capable of heroic fellowship. In this 
way God is responsible for the existence of suffering. Also God gave man free will, 
that man may choose between good and evil, and therefore be good; without the 
choice there would be no moral worth, no character. But since we can choose the 
wrong, we can do harm, harm to others, to the innocent; this is inherent in the very 
nature of an orderly and moral universe. In His mysteriously wise providence, God 
ordained it so, and so is responsible for the possibility of evil and pain, which means 
at the same time to be responsible for the good and the noble. “This is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” We understand and accept it. There is 
a margin of the problem, however, that may ever remain a mystery, such as accidents 
of birth, for example, which appear to be chance variations, which follow no natural 
law and are attributable to no one’s sin. These try one’s faith. But God, who made 
man capable of suffering, is leading man to the knowledge of its conquest; medicine 
and surgery and psychiatry are relieving more and more sufferers; anesthesia is 
cheating the demon pain of his fiendish work; and faith has divine power. “God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tried above that ye are able; but will, with 
the trial also make a way of escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” The whole 
creation has groaned and travailed in pain together until now, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of the body. 


The Challenge of Pain 


What shall we do? If our suffering is from our own doing, let us repent and take 
it like men, not blame it on God, by doubting His goodness. Whether it is our own 
doing or another’s, we can use it to teach us discipline and character, even creative- 
ness. Milton wrote Paradise Lost when he was blind. Steinmetz was a hunchback 
who produced scores of inventions for human comfort. Mozart in poverty and 
Schubert on the verge of starvation still produced their divine harmonies. The suffer- 
ing of others should bring out our tenderest feelings and most benevolent responses. 
Mental suffering, all suffering, can be reduced by the practice of religion, is some- 
times cured. Let ur pains be incentives to achievement. What did Jesus do? He 
never argued academically about suffering. He never let theory make Him doubt, 
or suffering make Him cynical, or hopeless. He lived in communion with God, and 
relieved suffering wherever He could. He learned obedience by the things He 
suffered, and sanctified His suffering to the glory of God and the salvation of souls. 
His cross is the banner we follow. The sacrament of pain has its outward and visible 
signs and wounds, which can produce inward and spiritual grace. We Christians 
must learn Christlikeness. 


Q—-—--— 


I speak with all humility this morning on the subject of suffering. I hope I have 
not been presumptuous, preaching what I have not had to practice very austerly. 
I have been wonderfully free from pain, having inherited good health, and been blessed 
with happiness. Any day my trial time could come; who can tell or foretell? If it 
does, as I have prayed for you, will you pray for me as Jesus did for Peter? “I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not.” 


HOLY WEEK SERVICES 


Tuesday afternoon, Vespers, Meditation, and Night Litany 3:00 P.M. 

Wednesday evening, Evensong and Address 8:00 P.M. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, Holy Communion 7:30 and 10:00 A. M. 
The Anniversary of the Institution of The Lord’s Supper 

GOOD FRIDAY, THREE HOURS DEVOTIONS 12 noon to 3:00 P.M. 


Try to be present shortly before 12 o’clock noon and remain to the end. If you 

cannot be present the whole three hours, you may enter and leave the church 

at any time. There are nine addresses, divided into periods of 20 minutes each. 
Saturday, Easter-Even Baptisms (Notify the Rector in advance) 3:00 P. M. 

Bring all unbaptized persons you know; persuade them to come, children and 

adults. Mail the information in advance. 


EASTER 

8:00 A.M. Early Celebration of the Holy Communion. 

11:00 A.M. FULL FESTIVAL EUCHARIST and SERMON. 
If possible, receive your communion at the early hour, and come back for the 
FESTAL Service at 11. If you can come only once on Easter, be sure to be 
present at the 11 o’clock Service. 

3:00 P.M. Church School Festival, and presentation of Lenten Offerings. 
Parents of the Sunday School children are particularly urged to come. 


THE EASTER OFFERING 


It is customary throughout the Church to make the largest free-will offering of 
the year on Easter Day, as that is the Church’s supreme Festival. The Vestry has 
put $1500 in the Parish budget as utterly necessary toward the expenses of the year. 
Make your offering as bountiful as you possibly can, a really sacrificial amount in 
thanksgiving for the gift of eternal life given by our Lord to all mankind. 


ELECTION OF VESTRYMEN 
The annual election of Vestrymen will be held on Easter Monday, April 7th, from 
4-6 in the Parish House. The following have been nominated: Messrs. Joseph B. 
Fouracre, Bertram G. Frazier, Robert M. Horter, and Paul Nicholls. 


EASTER FLOWERS 
Plants may be sent for the Chancel as memorial flowers on Easter. Have them 
here Saturday morning, April 5th, marked with the name of the person remembered, 
stating on the card if you wish to take them after service, or want them sent to the 
sick of the Parish. 


CARD PARTY, TUESDAY, APRIL 15TH 
The Woman’s Auxiliary, Senior Branch, will give a Card Party on Tuesday 
afternoon, April 15th, at 2 o’clock. Table and door prizes will be offered, and tea 
will be served. Cake, candy and jellies will be on sale. Tickets will be sixty-five 
cents per person. Please bring your own cards, 


OFFERINGS AND PEWS FOR CHURCH SUPPORT 


All persons are welcome to receive a box of offering envelopes for weekly contri- 
butions for the support of the church. Also, you may have your own pew reserved 
regularly by the paying of a small pew rental. Speak to the Ushers about this. 


BOOKS FOR SALE 


Please look at the Book Table in the rear of Church. Bibles and other religious 
publications are for sale; subscriptions may be taken for Church periodicals, 
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